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AGM and Dinner Dance is on the 
6th July 2019, at the Wiltshire 
Hotel, Vastern, Royal Wootton 
Bassett, Wiltshire. SN4 7PB. 

 
Contact Mark Rea = m90rea@hotmail .com  
 

********     ********    ******** 
Fees are due, I draw your 
attention under the Rule 3 
(C) and (D) Fees were due 1st 
January and to be paid in full by 
the 31st March 2019 any member 
who has not paid by that Date is 
under suspension. Some 
members were Expelled in 
January for not paying their 2018 
fees. 

********     ********    ******** 

Scarborough 

Engie gets approval for £20m Scarborough 
Lifestyle scheme 1day Engie has secured 
planning permission to build an over-55s 
housing development in Scarborough.  

 

 

 

 
 

Engie launched its LIFEstyle brand in early 
2018, offering purpose-built accommodation 
for older people seeking to downsize. The pilot 
project in Walton, Wakefield launched last 
summer with local authority backing. This 
latest scheme in Scarborough has a gross 
development value of £20m and will offer 108 
two- and three-bedroom homes, including 
bungalows, houses and apartments. There will 
also be a community centre, or 
‘clubhouse’. Construction is expected to start 
this spring, with completion in early 2023.The 
homes are designed to have step-free level 
access with customisable layouts for the 
provision of adaptations and a through-floor lift. 

 

********     ********    ******** 
Scotland 

.    Barratt in team for Inverness social 

housing 

 Affordable housing provider Albyn Housing 
Society is partnering with national house-
builder Barratt Homes for a £5m development 
in Inverness. The partnership will run until 
March 2020 and will concentrate on the 
Culloden West site in Stratton, Inverness, 
where 95 new homes are being built. The site 
will be developed in three phases. The first 
phase, due for completion in September 2019, 
will comprise 42 one- and two-bedroom 
apartments. Phases two and three will be a 
range of terraced, semi-detached and 
detached homes. Albyn Housing Society chief 
executive Calum Macaulay said: “Working with 
a reputable house builder like Barratt Homes 
gives the people of the Highlands the 
reassurance that we are committed to 
delivering quality, affordable homes to the 
people in the local area. 

********     ********    ******** 

 

Law 

Limitation is a legal concept which determines how 

long a party must bring a claim before the  
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defendant can defeat the claim by pleading lapse of 

time. 

Last year the government accepted proposals to 

change the law and the Ministry of justice is 

preparing a new consultation, due to be published 

later this year. 

So what are the likely changes to the limitation 

rules? The vast majority of construction claims are 

for breach of contract or in the tort of negligence. 

The similarities between the existing regime for 

latent defects and the proposals are unmistakable. 

The concept of the ‘date of knowledge’ is 

fundamental to the proposals and is examined in 

more detail. 

The proposals define the date of knowledge as the 

date on which the claimant knows or ought 

reasonably to have known: 

1. The facts that give rise to the cause of action. 
2. The identity of the defendant: and 
1. That the injury, loss or damage sustained by 

the claimant of the benefit received by the 
defendant was significant. When will injury, 
loss, damage or benefit be considered to be 
significant? The suggested definition under the 
new proposals is  

2. When the claimant knows the full extent of the 
injury, loss, damage or benefit: or  

3. If a reasonable person would consider it worth 
bringing a claim against a defendant who does 
not dispute liability and who has the means to 
satisfy a judgment. Knowledge for the purpose 
of the proposals include both The concept of 
the ‘date of knowledge’ is fundamental to the 
proposals.    Part 2 next month 

 

********     ********    ******** 

Concrete 
Concrete is the most common building material 
around the world. Since the invention of modern 
cement by Louis Vicat in 1817, research and 
development efforts have improved its properties: 
applications have been improved, mechanical 
strength and chemical resistance have been 
increased and new materials such as pre-stressed 
concrete have been developed. Has concrete 
become perfect over the years? Looking carefully at 
the many concrete structures that surround us, 
even including the most recent buildings, we see 
that not one of these unavoidable structures is 
perfectly intact. This highlights the weakness of 
concrete: its tendency to crack. Cracking is 
exacerbated by the factor which made concrete so 

popular: its compatibility with steel, and the ability of 
reinforced concrete to meet the requirements for an 
advanced building material. However, are cracks all 
the same? Certainly not! In fact, cracks can be 
caused by several different factors such as 
deformation, hydraulic shrinkage, thermal shrinkage 
or swelling. The main differences are explained 
below.  
Cracks caused by deformation 
The forces applied to the structure, tensile, 
compressive or shear forces to the concrete. These 
forces generate deformation, which can lead to 
cracking. The location and geometry of the crack on 
the structure is often characteristic; the cause can 
then be identified by observing the cracks. 

• Cracks due to compression are parallel to the 
applied force. 

• Tensile cracks are perpendicular to the applied 
force. Shear cracks are perpendicular to the tensile 
stress. The tensile strength of concrete is only 
about one 10th of its compressive strength, which is 
why concrete is almost never used without 
reinforcement. The most widely used type of 
reinforcement is the incorporation of steel 
reinforcement bars in areas exposed to tensile 
stress. This type of concrete is commonly referred 
to as "reinforced concrete". Other types of 
reinforcement may include synthetic fibers. 
Deformation cracks are mainly caused by soil 
settlement or loads which are too high for the 
structure. Cracks caused by hydraulic shrinkage 

A piece of concrete in the open air usually shrinks 
during hardening. This shrinkage is due to the 
evaporation of part of the water contained in the 
concrete. Cracking occurs when shrinkage forces 
become greater than the strength of the concrete. 
This can be seen as a race against time between 
two phenomena: the evaporation of water and the 
increase in the strength of concrete. This is also 
true for concrete parts that cannot deform. In the 
case of shrinkage, deformation cannot occur. 
These conditions create internal stress, which lead 
to cracking, when the stress exceeds the strength 
of the concrete. It should be said that any concrete 
structure which is immersed or located in an 
atmosphere saturated with moisture has very low 
dimensional variation. Cracking can take place 
before the concrete has set. This is not purely as a 

result of hydraulic shrinkage, but rather of a 
shrinkage due to evaporation of a part of the 
water or due to absorption of the support. This 
phenomenon mainly affects pavements cast in 
hot and dry weather, or concrete laid in cold 
weather in heated rooms or on a porous support. 
Cracks occur in specific areas such as concrete 
joints and in the vicinity of reinforcements. 
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